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BHASO Region 1

Rocky Mountain Health Plans

Regional Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes

Date: August 18, 2026

Summary
Meeting: BHASO Region 1 – Rocky Mountain Health Plans (RMHP) Regional Advisory Council
Date: August 18, 2026
Key Highlights
· BHASO Regional Data and Program Updates: Maureen Carney presented a comprehensive update on BHASO Region 1 data for the previous quarter, including service expansions, new provider contracts, care coordination activities, and system-wide reporting improvements.

· Council Letter of Recommendation Drafting and Process: ReNae Anderson, Andi Tilmann, and Council members discussed the process for finalizing the Annual Letter of Recommendation, including member input, prioritization of key issues, compliance with state guidelines, and preparation for submission by the September 1 deadline.

Meeting Notes:

1. BHASO Regional Data and Program Updates
Quarterly Data Overview
· Reviewed utilization and service trends from the previous quarter and FY26.
· Discussed services provided to priority populations, including uninsured, underinsured, Medicaid-eligible Individuals, and those with acute or chronic behavioral health needs.
Provider Network and Service Expansion
· Approximately a dozen new provider contracts were added for FY27.
· Expanded services include peer support, intensive outpatient services, school-based services, walk-in centers, and specialized programming for pregnant and parenting women, veterans, and other priority populations.
· Contracts with UCHealth and the University of Colorado remain pending.
Care Coordination and Navigation
· Reviewed care coordination activity, including calls, emails, and Individuals served through the Care Navigation Line and Comprehensive Safety Net providers.
· Discussed the tiered care coordination model and implementation of the statewide Care Navigation number (1-844-CO-LIFTS).
Withdrawal Management and Outpatient Services
· Reviewed withdrawal management admissions, referrals to treatment, and outpatient behavioral health services.
· Discussed ongoing support for provider data reporting and service delivery.
Data Reporting Improvements
· Council members asked about regional comparisons and data accuracy.
· RMHP discussed the transition to the Colorado Behavioral Health Reporting Model (Co-BRHM), which will improve data consistency, clarify Medicaid versus BHASO-funded services, and support more meaningful analysis over time.
2. Annual Letter of Recommendation
Draft Development and Member Input
· Reviewed the current draft and plans to circulate it through a document for member edits and additions.
· Members were encouraged to contribute impacts, barriers, solutions, and recommendations.
Required Content and Prioritization
· Reviewed state guidelines requiring discussion of service gaps, barriers to care, specialty service needs, and proposed solutions.
· Members discussed narrowing and prioritizing recommendations to improve focus, actionability, and overall impact.
Key Issues Identified
Topics discussed for inclusion in the letter included:
· Transportation barriers
· Documentation and identification barriers
· Peer workforce development
· Care coordination challenges
· Collaboration across agencies and systems
Priority Populations
The Council reviewed populations to be addressed within the letter, including:
· Children and youth
· Pregnant people
· Justice-involved Individuals
· Individuals with substance use disorders
· Individuals with co-occurring conditions
· Individuals with severe mental illness
· Older adults
· Veterans
· Individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
Letter Structure and Timeline
· The letter will be organized by priority population and include impacts, barriers, and recommended solutions.
· Andi will circulate the draft by the following day.
· Members will provide input by Thursday.
· Felix Lopez, or another volunteer, will assist with final review and completion.
· ReNae Anderson will distribute the compiled recommendations and official guidelines.
3. Public Comment
· Marjorie Grimsley (Behavioral Planning Advisory Council) emphasized the importance of incorporating rural perspectives and voices into the Council's recommendations.
Follow-Up Tasks:
· Compile recommendations and solutions into a Google document and distribute for Council input. (Andi Tilmann)
· Distribute compiled recommendations, solutions, and letter guidelines. (ReNae Anderson)
· Review and provide feedback on the draft by the established deadline. (Council Members)
· Coordinate finalization of the letter after feedback is incorporated. (ReNae Anderson and Felix Lopez)
· Share Vivian Simon's solutions list with Council members as a reference resource. (ReNae Anderson)
Attendees:

RMHP: ReNae Anderson, Christina Bruce, Maureen Carney, Tom Keller, Amanda Kennedy, RoseAnna Milanovic, Annie Stiasny, Meg Taylor 

Regional Council Members: Michael Aragon, Lizeth Campos, Toni Fernandez, Felix Lopez, Hans Lutgrin, Vivian Simon, Andi Tilmann    

Guests: Marjorie Grimsley, Veronica Maes, Jorge Salinas 

 ** Next Regional Council Meeting October 15, 2026**
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